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for a campfire. It fell to the lot of the assistant to
kindle the fire, fetch the water, cook the meals, and
prepare the blankets on which they were to make
their beds, while McCoy devoted himself to the care
of the horses. After supper they would lie down for
the night that they might be ready for an early start
in the morning. As the little adventurer lay beneath
the friendly shelter of the wagon cover, while his
less perplexed companion was buried deep in slum-
ber, he revolved many schemes in his busy brain.
Where there is intellect and courage and principle,
allied to a healthy ambition, there is at least no surer
means of bringing them out than by such stiffening
of the powers against the world.

On the evening of the fifth day after they had
started, they halted in the vicinity of Lebanon, the
boy's former home. Here he heard that a young
merchant whom he knew wanted a clerk to assist
him in opening a store in Xenia, the principal village
of an adjoining county. The assistant teamster con-
cluded to give up his projected trip to an unknown
city and join his friend who was embarking in the
new enterprise. Very trifling incidents often turn
the wh.ole course of a life. It was fortunate that he
did not proceed further, as he would probably not
have so well succeeded in his future efforts to secure
an education had he done so.

He was engaged at a salary of four dollars per
month. He took leave of McCoy, for whom he had
formed a real friendship, and who bade him adieu
without the least evidence of surprise, and on the
following morning, in company with his new em-
ployer, started for Xenia.

In his second place he continued for more than af loose wood
I                                  careering across the spacious concave decked in a robe of
